Regent Park Film Festival Press Release

The 23rd Annual Regent Park Film Festival returns
with a new Friday Festival Féte and more

Toronto's longest-running free film festival, running November 27-30, 2025, has added
3 new venues and will showcase the award-winning Sudanese documentary Khartoum, a
Director’s Spotlight on the work of Sasha Leigh Henry, free childcare, and much more.

NOVEMBER 18, 2025 - TORONTO, ON - Regent Park Film Festival (RPFF) is thrilled to
announce that its annual festival will return on November 27. This extraordinary and entirely free
community-driven initiative is dedicated to amplifying the work of local and international BIPOC
filmmmakers, all while opening up access to the film and television industry through high-calibre
programming for artists and patrons alike.

This year's festival highlights the theme of art as a conduit into the many better futures that are
possible for our communities. In an effort to center the spaces our community members occupy,
this year's programming has added new venues, including Central YMCA, bevy and Regent Park
Community Centre, in addition to Daniels Spectrum.

Opening this year's festival on November 27 at the Central YMCA is the award-winning,
collaboratively-made documentary Khartoum, followed by an in-depth discussion on Sudanese
filmmaking and its relationship to the country’s historical and present-day political realities.

Sudanese Cinema: Past, Present, and Future panelists will include Khartoum Director Timeea
Mohamed Ahmed and Toronto Arab Film Festival Artistic Director & Co-Founder Rolla Tahir.

Additional festival highlights include:

e NOV 26: Stop Motion Animation workshop led by Akash Jones

e NOV 28: Emerging Directors Pitch Competition followed by our Festival Fete at bevy

e NOV 29: Director’s Spotlight retrospective and conversation with Sasha Leigh Henry at
Central YMCA

e NOV 30: Tiny Tracings: 16mm Direct Animation Workshop led by Gulzar

e NOV 10 - DEC 5: Free school programming, offered virtually for grades1- 8

e NOQV 27-30: FREE childcare, closed captions and ASL translation
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[TreeNuba] Khartoum Film Still SHORTS: AKIN SIN

OFFICIAL SELECTION

tffo

TORONTO INTERNATIONAL
FILM FESTIVAL 2025

SHORTS: Sea Star SHORTS: Mua Xudn Cua Me (Mother's Spring)

Sasha Leigh Henry INDUSTRY Director’s Spotlight: Sinking Ship Film Still

“This year's festival brings together films that trace joy, loss, transformation, and the everyday
care that sustains our communities,” says Sarah-Tai Black, Manager of Programming at Regent
Park Film Festival. “By highlighting emerging and established BIPOC filmmakers from Canada and
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abroad, this year’s programming underscores how film and collective art making work to bring
forth the futures we've imagined both for ourselves and the world around us.”

As always, Regent Park Film Festival programming remains free, accessible, and centered on
BIPOC stories, work and experiences. We thank our public funders, Canada Council for the Arts,
Ontario Arts Council, Ontario Government, Toronto Arts Council, Canadian Heritage, and Telefilm
Canada, as well as our Official Design Partner, CONTINUE. We also extend a special thanks to our
major donors, Cathy Spoel & Michael MacMillan.

For free tickets, more information, and full scheduling, please visit rpff.ca/2025.

Media persons are invited to attend the opening night screening of Khartoum on Thursday,
November 27th, the Festival Féte on Friday, November 28th, and our Community Breakfast
on Sunday, November 30.

MEDIA CONTACT: Sarah-Tai Black, Manager of Programming sarah-tai@rpff.ca
Please contact Sarah-Tai Black for all interview requests before and during the Festival.

FILMMAKERS AVAILABLE FOR MEDIA:

Khartoum: Is It War? - Timeea Mohamed Ahmed, Director

A Kin Sin; 16 mm Direct Animation Workshop - Gulzar, Director; Workshop Facilitator
Director's Spotlight, Sasha Leigh Henry [remote inquiries only if ahead of festival]

Baq'a The Open Valley - Youssef Mutawe, Director

Niimi - Dana Solomon, Director

99 Names: My Liberation Is Tied To Yours - Marwa Eltahir, Director

Muia Xudn Cua Me | Mother's Spring - Tram Anh Nguyén, Director

Sea Star - Tyler McKenzie Evans, Director

Amma [School Program] + Direct Animation Workshop - Akash Jones, Director and Workshop
Facilitator

LINKS TO ASSETS
Festival Trailer
Headshots & Film Stills
Sponsor Logos
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http://rpff.ca/2024
http://rpff.ca/2025
mailto:sarah-tai@rpff.ca
https://youtu.be/kY1zGEWl3QI?si=WIzVEGaEpTMSQNuN
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1EokuN1ovN7iJvSVK5zP_KKEdlacwJOH_?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/162rdGwd9QY1ShS_8iCThZGZhWgnXX3Qd?usp=sharing
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