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Leadership transition and an exciting new chapter for Regent Park Film Festival

November 14, 2025 — Toronto, ON — As we look forward to the 23rd Annual Regent Park Film
Festival, taking place November 27-30, 2025, the Board of Directors extends our congratulations to the
entire Regent Park Film Festival (RPFF) team and community for bringing this year’s exceptional
program to life. This year’s Festival also carries special meaning as we celebrate Executive Director,
Kalpana Srinarayanadas, and her final year at the helm.

After stewarding RPFF for 4 years, Kalpana will be stepping down in January 2026. Since joining RPFF
in 2022, Kalpana has led with vision, grit, and heart. She championed increases in staff salaries
towards a living wage and streamlined internal operational processes that strengthened our
organization. She continuously upheld and advocated for the Festival’s mandate of increasing BIPOC
representation in the arts, and amplifying historically-excluded people and stories in spite of possible
censorship or consequences. Her leadership has left an indelible mark on the Festival’s evolution.

“It has been my privilege to serve as Executive Director of an organization | care so
deeply about, and one that is enormously vital to Toronto’s cultural community. Stepping
into the role, | was bolstered by the long line of talented Black and racialized leaders
who left their mark on RPFF before me, and | hoped to continue their good work in
uplifting BIPOC creatives and making art accessible to anyone and everyone. I'm
immensely proud of what we have accomplished together as a small and mighty team —
creating incredible programming and joyful experiences for the communities we serve,
with very few resources. Leaving now was a very difficult decision, but one made with
great care and consideration, and with the belief that RPFF will continue to flourish and
grow as | pass the baton to the next bright, visionary leader at the helm.”

While saying goodbye is never easy, we do so with pride, gratitude, and excitement, knowing that
Kalpana’s next chapter will be just as impactful to the arts community. We thank her for her steadfast
commitment and wish her every success and joy ahead.

As we celebrate this year’s Festival and look toward the future, the Board has begun the search for
RPFF’s next Executive Director. Applications are now open, and we encourage interested candidates to
attend the Festival to experience our vibrant community firsthand and connect with members of the
Board. We have big plans for 2026, and we will be seeking the right leader to work with us as we
continue this momentum.

We look forward to celebrating with you all this November—a tribute to Kalpana’s extraordinary
leadership and to the enduring spirit of storytelling that continues to define Regent Park Film Festival.

Media Contact: David Osubronie, Board Chair or Carly Kastner, Board Vice Chair | board@rpff.ca

rpff.ca 585 Dundas Street East, Suite 240 Toronto, ON, M5A 2B7
@RegentParkFilm 416.599.7733 | info@rpff.ca



